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The Oklahoma Christian Schools Athletic Association’s purpose is to provide a competitive ongoing program of athletics in a Christian environment.  The goal of the OCSAA is to provide the leadership necessary to ensure a quality association for participating schools.  The vision of those schools that met in 1985 was to provide a format that would encourage and foster the growth of cooperation between Christian schools in Oklahoma.  The OCSAA is committed to making this vision a reality.  The philosophy that guides the OCSAA is best summarized by I Cor. 10:31, “Whatever therefore you eat, or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.”  The meetings of the OCSAA are directed by the admonition of Paul to the Corinthians, “let all things be done decently and in order.”  (I Cor. 14:40)

I. Organization and Government (the Association means OCSAA)
A. Participation is on an annual basis.

1. Participation in the OCSAA is open to all Christian Schools in Oklahoma.

2. All schools interested in the OCSAA must submit a written letter to the Association’s Executive Council.

3. Participation will be granted when the applying school receives a 75% favorable vote of the participating schools during a regularly scheduled meeting.  Acceptance may come through an Executive Council meeting.

4. The organization will be governed by an executive council not to exceed 12 members.  Executive council seats will be filled by representatives from the member schools.  New council members will be chosen by a majority vote of the sitting council.  Every effort will be made to ensure the council represents schools of varying sizes and locations.  Members must have served at a member school for a minimum of three years to be eligible for the council.  Each school in the association will be assigned an executive council member.  Schools should address concerns, ideas, and questions with their assigned executive council member.  The executive council member will address those needs with the executive council.
5. All OCSAA member schools fielding a team for the current academic year, must participate in the OCSAA tournament for that sport during that season or they will be assessed a $250 fine per team for not participating.  Special circumstances will be reviewed by the board.  Requests must be presented in writing to the OCSAA Executive Council.
B. Failure to comply to OCSAA Guidelines and Rules:

1. May result in a financial fine not to exceed $200.

2. May result in temporary or indefinite probation for OCSAA playoffs.

3. May result in both of the above.

4. Will be determined by a vote of the Executive Council.

5. A special meeting of the Executive Council will be made available to the participating school who has been recognized as “failure to comply” to OCSAA guidelines and rules.

C. Dues:  Annual Membership fees are $50.00.  Other fees shall consist of team and some individual tournament fees based on each sport.  Any increase in existing tournament fees must be agreed upon by the Executive Council with a 2/3 majority vote.

** Schools that fail to participate in the playoff system in the sport in which rosters were submitted will be subject to a $200 fine and suspension from State Playoff games for that particular sport during the following year.  The officers or the investigating committee of the Association will take extenuating circumstances into consideration.
D. Meetings

1. Organization meetings of participating schools shall be held in September,

January and March of each year.

2. Attendance



a.  The active participation of each school is vital to the success of the               

                                            Association

b. The Association urges each school’s coaches and a representative of the athletic department to attend the September meeting.

3. Special meetings may be called by the spokesman when necessary by

notifying participating schools.

4. Each participating school will have one vote on each issue presented at

the organizational meetings.

5. A member school will be assessed a $100 fine for missing the Fall 

organizational meeting and will not be allowed to participate in the state play-offs until the fine is paid.

a. If the Fall organizational meeting is missed again in the following year, a $250 fine will be assessed and the member school will not be allowed to participate in the state play-offs until the fine is paid.

b. If a member school misses the Fall organizational meeting for a 

third time, the school will be suspended from all state play-offs and must reapply for membership to the OCSAA.

E. Coordinators

1. Coordinators will be appointed by the Executive Council.
F. Classification

1. The goal of OCSAA is to provide the opportunity for Division/State Playoff capability.

2. Each school division will be determined by 9th through 12th grade enrollment or 7th and 8th enrollment after all contracts for participation are submitted.

3. The Association reserves the right to instigate or suspend division play.

4. High School - For the 2007-2008 school year, the top 8 schools (enrollment at Sept. 1, 2007) will comprise Class 3A (see #5).  This classification schedule will be reviewed for 2007-2008 by the executive council.

5. High School - Any school petitioning to play in a higher classification must present a letter from the school administration requesting such action by the due date of the contract for that particular sport.  Both the girls and boys teams from the school will have to play in the higher classification for the petition to be valid.     

G. Sanctioned Sports

1. A sanctioned sport is one that is officially recognized by the Association with a post-season tournament championship.

2. The sport is a sanctioned sport when a majority of the schools vote to make it a sanctioned sport.
3. The following sports are currently sanctioned by the OCSAA:




Boys are not allowed to participate in girl’s sports




Girls Sports

a. Volleyball

b. High school basketball (five-on-five)

c. Junior high basketball

d. Golf

e. Tennis

f. Track

g. Soccer 

h. Softball

i. Cheerleading




Girls are not allowed to participate in boy’s sports



Boys Sports

a. High school basketball

b. Junior high basketball

c. Football

d. Golf

e. Tennis

f. Track

g. Baseball

h. Soccer

i. Cheerleading

H. Amendments

1. Proposed changes must be presented to the Executive Council in writing, two weeks prior to the annual summer meeting.

II. Student Participation
A. Eligibility

1. Any student who reaches his or her 19th birthday before September 1 shall be ineligible for high school sports.  Any student who reaches his or her 15th birthday before September 1 shall be ineligible for junior high sports. 

2. Any student who participates in varsity competition must be academically eligible.

3. A student has 4 consecutive years of eligibility beginning with the 9th grade year unless given an eligibility exemption during a summer meeting before the athlete’s senior year.

4. A student is considered not eligible if he or she is in school, public or private, if the student is not academically eligible.

5. No pupil shall be eligible to represent his school until there is a file with his school and a physical examination.

6. A student, who is disqualified during a game because of flagrant or unsportsmanlike conduct, shall be disqualified for play in the next game.

a. A letter in writing by both coaches shall be sent to the Executive 




      Council office

b. If playing a non-Association school, the coach shall submit a letter, and the Association will contact the other school.

c. The decision concerning disciplinary action will be made by the Executive Council.
7. A coach who is disqualified during a game because of flagrant or unsportsmanlike conduct or who is guilty of inciting his players to intentionally hurt opponents, should send a letter, signed by his administrator, explaining the situation to the Association.  The site coordinator should also report the incident to the Association.  The Executive Council will then review the situation and recommend disciplinary action.

a. A coach who is disqualified during a playoff game, will be suspended for that team’s next playoff game.
b. If the disqualification occurs in the last playoff game of the season, the coach must set out the first game of the playoffs in the following year.

8. Eligibility exemption can only be received at the request of an OCSAA participating school.  Participation of parents or students must come through the participant school administration.

a. Eligibility will be reviewed and determined by a 2/3 vote of Executive Council.

b. Must be submitted by at least 1 week prior to the summer meeting for 9th through 12th grade students.

c. A January meeting is available for Jr. High Class B and C status schools for basketball players’ participation in March playoffs, based on need of participants.

d. Schools must provide:

1. Written explanation for request.

2. Complete student transcript.

9. Junior High classification for State Playoffs:

a. Must not exceed the 8th grade.

b. Age 14 and under.


           10.   CO-OPing is not a practice that the OCSAA recognizes.  If a team chooses to 



      play CO-OP student athletes during the season, those CO-OP players(s) will 

                                not be eligible to participate in the OCSAA playoffs.  Furthermore, the use of 



      CO-OP players, and the subsequent loss of such players in the playoffs, will affect seeding consideration for the tournament.  This rule only applies to the OCSAA Playoffs.  Schools can make their own decision, on a case by case basis, regarding regular season competition.

           11.   Schools that are wanting to start a football program may make a proposal that will be voted upon by the Executive Council with the following requirements:  There will be a cap of 20 players.  If a school has over 20 players, they must break off and form their own school team.  Each team participating must provide a Team and School Roster.  This is an open participation policy.  No team cuts are allowed.
B. Transfers between Christian Schools.

1. Any athlete may participate in the sports program of another school, provided he or his parents relocate and/or leave the school under “good grace” that is, not under penalty for discipline, academic or financial reasons.

2. An athlete who has been dismissed from school for disciplinary, academic or financial reasons may not participate in the same sport for the duration of the season at another OCSAA school.

a. The student may participate in other sports, but not the one sport in which he was participating when he was asked to leave by the original school.

b.  He may participate in the sport the following season.

3. Contact the Association office in writing within 14 days if an athlete is dismissed, or leaves voluntarily.

4. All incoming transfer students from other OCSAA schools must have their status checked by the Executive Council.

5. The penalty for playing an ineligible transfer student is forfeiture of all OCSAA games in which the player participated.

6. The transferring academically ineligible student-athlete from another school (private or public) will not be able to participate in athletic competition of that sport until a 3-week grade check.  At this time eligibility will be determined by that individual school eligibility.

C. Recruiting Standards

1. You are considered a coach acting in a recruiting process if you premeditatedly or prearrange:

a. Transportation to and from any activity that your motives are to discuss student, athlete, coach or school relations about attending your school

b. Entertainment in meals, tickets, movies, rides, etc. on campus or off campus for the purpose of enchanting the student-athlete to your school

c. Calls to any student-athlete of another OCSAA school or a family member for the purpose of discussing attending your school.

d. Visits to any student-athlete of another OCSAA school or any member of their family anywhere to discuss attending your school.

e. Using active student-athletes from your team to do any of the above for the purpose of enchanting a student-athlete to attend your school

2. If an OCSAA student-athlete from another member school makes contact with you concerning attending your school, you must immediately notify the acting spokesman of OCSAA concerning this student-athlete.  The OCSAA will notify the administration and each coach by phone and letter concerning this situation.  The coach that was notified by the student-athlete must not make any contact with this student-athlete until notified by the OCSAA.  After the school has been notified and there has been discussion of clarification with the parents and there is a desire for the student-athlete to be released, there must be a written release from the administration and the parents of the student-athlete sent to the OCSAA.  Upon receiving this letter, the OCSAA will notify the coach that was notified by the student-athlete to let him know his position in this matter.  (As Christian schools we should uphold this procedure as coaches with public school student-athletes as well.)

3. Penalty for active schools who are in violation of recruiting shall be suspension for 2 years.  Penalty only against the sport in violation.  Suspension for school in violation:

a. May play regularly scheduled games.

b. If in any conference, may not be able to win a regular season conference championship or play in any preseason or post-season tournaments.

c. Will not be allowed in the OCSAA State Tournament.

d. Will not be able to play in any tournaments held by acting OCSAA schools.

e. If school does not keep these regulations during the suspension period, they will be eliminated from the OCSAA for a period of 5 years then must submit a new application to the OCSAA office.

4. Work-Study or Scholarships may be provided from OCSAA schools, but may not be offered to a student-athlete attending another OCSAA member school.  May be discussed if student-athlete approaches you concerning your school and you meet the requirements in paragraph C-2.

a. Any student-athlete that transfers and has received any work study or any type of scholarship and has transferred from another OCSAA member school is considered ineligible in any sport for his/her first semester (or full 18 weeks) attending the new school.  First day of class is considered the 1st day of the 18-week period.  Summer sessions are not considered a semester period.

III. General Rules
A. Officials, Scorers and Timekeepers

1. Each home team is responsible for furnishing competent officials, scorers and timekeepers.

2. Officials must be experienced and registered with State Association of Officials.

3. The same officials should not be used for all home games.

B. Contracts

1. All teams are recommended to arrange games by contract.

2. In case of forfeit the team responsible for the forfeit shall send the other team the cost agreed upon in the contract.

a. A game is considered to be a forfeit when the two teams cannot come to a mutual agreement concerning cancellation.

b. A game is considered a cancellation when both teams come to a mutual agreement about the termination of the game.

3. There must be a written contract in order to enforce the rules of forfeiture.

4. A team who repeatedly violates its contracts will be placed on one-year probation, to be followed by expulsion for the Association if there is no improvement.

C. Co-ed participation



1. No girls shall be allowed to participate on boy’s sports teams.

2. No boys shall be allowed to participate on girl’s sports teams.

IV. Boys Sports
A. Football

1. National Federation rules shall apply in all games.

2. Quarters will be 12 minutes in length with a 15-minute half time.

3. Overtime

a. In the event of a tie at the end of regulation, each team will be allowed four downs to score from the ten-yard line.

b. This procedure will continue until a winner is produced.

B. Basketball

1. National Federation rules shall apply in all games.

2. Quarters will be 8 minutes in length for High school games.

3. High school regulation-size courts must be used, as well as regulation score clock, containing time, score and period.

C. Baseball

D. Soccer

E. Golf

F. Tennis

G. Track

V. Girls Sports
A. Volleyball

1. National Federation rules shall apply in all games.

2. The Championship Tournament shall be held in October each year.

B. Basketball (Five-on-Five)

1. National Federation rules shall apply in all games.

2. Quarters will be 8 minutes in length for high school games.

3. High school regulation-size courts must be used as well as regulation score clock, containing time, score and period.

C. Golf

D. Tennis

E. Track

F. Softball

G. Soccer

VI. Tournaments and All-State Honors

A. Tournament Guidelines

1. Whenever possible, the class 3-A tournament finals will be held at a member 




school facility.

2. The host school should do everything possible to establish an atmosphere of cooperation among participating schools.

a. This spirit of cooperation should reflect the goals and objectives of OCSAA

b. The host school should not conduct any contest in any way to give the impression of a home court or home field advantage.

c. All hosts and coordinators will submit an official OCSAA event report sheet within one month of their event.  Host coordinators not submitting the OCSAA event report sheet by the one month deadline may not be allowed to host or coordinate any event the following year.
d. Profits made from any OCSAA event will be split with the first $1000 in profit going to the host school.  Any profit above the first $1000 will be split 50/50 with the host school and the OCSAA.
e. A total of 10 passes will be given out to each school to distribute to whomever they choose for a particular year.

B. All-State Honors

1. All-State Criteria:

a. Christian character

b. Christian attitude

c. Academics

d. Performance

e. Coachability

2. Selection Procedure

a. Any 9th through 12th grade student-athlete is eligible.

b. Each coach should prepare nominations including all pertinent information

c. Each sports All-State selections will be voted on by participating schools of that sport.

d. All-State athletes will be chosen from each and any division or class.

e. A provision for added All-Staters may be obtained through the Executive Council.

f. Student-athletes must be enrolled in and attending the school in which they were attending at the time they were selected for All-State in order to participate in the All-State games

3. Volleyball

a. Will select 10 players from class 1A, 10 from class 2A and 16 from class 3A for each All-State team. 

4. Football will select:  (Total of 2 full teams)

a. 4 down-linemen

b. 3 linebackers

c. 3 defensive backs

d. Offense by position

5. Basketball will select:

a. 10 All-State players from each class and 5 honorable mention players from each class

6. Golf will select 6 players as an All-State team.

7. Tennis will select 12 players as an All-State team.  (Total of 12 boys and 12 girls)

8. Baseball and Softball will select 2 players per position with 4 players selected in the pitcher position.  (Total of 20)

9. Soccer will select 2 players per position.  (Total of 22)

10. Cheerleaders will select 12 as All-State

11. In case of ties, both athletes will be awarded the position.

VII. 
OCSAA Guidelines of Home School Students

A.

The provision for home school eligibility serves two purposes.

1. To allow a student, who is enrolled in an OCSAA member school home school program, eligibility to compete in the OCSAA play-offs.

2. To discourage OCSAA member schools from recruiting home school students just to participate in athletics.

B.          The school and the athlete must meet the following requirements in order for the 


athlete to compete in the OCSAA play-offs.

1. OCSAA member schools must have a home school program that allows home school students to graduate.

2. The home school student must be enrolled in the school.

3. The OCSAA member school must have school personnel that supervise their home school program.  The program must include:

a. admission requirements

b. academic and athletic fees

c. a supervisor to ensure academic standards are maintained.

4. OCSAA member schools must register their home school program with the OCSAA executive council.  To do so, they must send a copy of the home school application signed by the home school coordinator and the high school principal.

5. Member schools must indicate on their rosters which athletes are home school athletes.

6. The OCSAA strongly discourages schools from recruiting home school students just to participate in athletics.  Doing this would violate the goals and philosophy of the OCSAA.

7. The OCSAA will allow a student to participate in a sport not offered at their home (enrolled) school.  This participation can only be with a home-school or club organization.  Participation cannot be with any school whether in the OCSAA or not in the OCSAA.

8. Home-school students must participate with the same school during                                                                              one academic year.  Home-school Accountability forms will be sent to Chris Hamel on Oct. 1, Jan. 1, and April 1 by any OCSAA member school who has home-school athletes.  This is to ensure compliance of OCSAA home-school regulations.

Goals of the OCSAA

1. To aid and assist in the development of Oklahoma Christian Schools and activities on a local school level and state level through clinics and camps and tournaments.

2. To enhance the level of play by developing a quality state playoff system.  To create classifications depending on enrollment size in 9th through 12th grades.

3. To assist coaches in developing Christian student-athletes in character on and off the playing field.

4. To provide recognition for Christian school coaches on an All-State level in their particular sport.

5. To provide recognition for Christian school student-athletes on an All-State level in their particular sport.

6. To be a forerunner as a Christian School State Association to assist and encourage other states to develop a state association, so we as Christian schools can begin to develop a true national tournament system and association.

